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City of Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission 
Outreach & Education Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021  
4:00 pm 

 
The Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Outreach & Education Committee met virtually on January 20, 2021. The 
following list of individuals were present via Zoom video call. The meeting was held as an electronic 
meeting because a meeting in person was impossible or impractical due to concerns for the health and 
safety of Commissioners, staff, and the public presented by COVID-19. 
 
Commissioners Present: Linda Topinka, Chair 
 
Commissioners Absent: Julia Freeman 
    Esaie Toingar 

Dr. Ruth White, Ex-officio member 
 
Staff Present:   Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven, Executive Director 

Bernie Walther, Investigator 
Kelly Hemmer, Senior Administrative Assistant 

 
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 4:02 p.m.  
 
Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Topinka noted one correction was needed to the July 2020 
minutes. Carl Warner’s name should be spelled “Karl”. Commissioner Freeman moved to approve the 
minutes with the correction. The minutes were unanimously approved with no discussion. 
 
Discussion Items –  
 

I. Outreach Report 
Bernie Walther stated there is not much outreach taking place due to COVID-19. Stated social 
media numbers are continuing to increase. Walter stated the City has monthly training for new 
employees. The Commission’s role is to talk about sexual harassment at the trainings, talk a bit 
about what the Commission does, and how individuals can file a complaint. Walther stated Umaru 
was in the last meeting, will sit in on the next one, and hopefully be running the third one that will 
be done. Walther stated Kelly and Umaru participated in fair housing training in December. 
Walther stated he attends the Immigrant Concerns meeting with the Catherine McAuley Center. 
Stated Umaru attended the meeting this month. The meetings consist of different groups and 
organizations discussing issues with immigrants and refugees. Walther stated the Commission will 
soon be co-hosting the Equity Conversations series, which Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven will be 
discussing later in the meeting. 

 
II. Upcoming Outreach Opportunities 

Equity Conversations 
Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven stated Equity Conversations with the United Way will begin in 
February. Registration links will be sent out prior to the event. Conversations will be held each 
Tuesday in February starting on February 2. The first meeting will focus on equity and education; 
the meeting on February 9 will focus on financial stability; the meeting on February 16 will focus 
on health; and the meeting on February 23 will focus on next steps. Each conversation will include 
breakout rooms and a Q&A session. Munsterman-Scriven stated the financial stability 
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conversation may include a poverty simulation, which would be led by Horizons. Commissioner 
Freeman asked whether pre and post-surveys would be conducted and Munsterman-Scriven stated 
she was open to either. Munsterman-Scriven stated she would like to send them after each meeting 
in case someone is unable to attend all four meetings. Commissioner Freeman also asked who the 
target audience is for the meetings. Munsterman-Scriven stated the target audience is mostly 
community members and adults but everyone is welcome. Munsterman-Scriven stated the event 
would be shared through all of the Commission’s distribution lists and that Commissioners are 
encouraged to do the same. Munsterman-Scriven stated a press release may be posted as the event 
nears. Munsterman-Scriven stated she would be writing a short blog post for the United Way 
website prior to the events. 

 
Art Contest 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission would be holding the Fair Housing Poster Contest 
soon. The contest was not held last year due to COVID. Munsterman-Scriven stated a social equity 
assessment of the event was completed, and based on the results, some tweaks have been made. 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the contest will be held virtually this year. Grades K-8 will still do 
poster, which will be broadened in the future. Grades 9-12 will include spoken and written word 
submissions. The focus of the contest this year is Home and Belonging: What Homes Means to 
Me. Munsterman-Scriven stated she is working on putting together the flyers and logistics as well 
as a strategic plan, which she will send to Commissioners once it is finalized. Munsterman-Scriven 
stated submissions are due by April 1. Spoken and written word submissions will be judged on 
April 8 and votes for posters will take place on April 15. Winners will be announced at the 
Commission meeting on April 21. Munsterman-Scriven stated the cash rewards have increased this 
year, as there was additional funding in the HUD contract. Commissioner Freeman asked which 
age groups have submitted the most projects. Munsterman-Scriven stated most submissions come 
from those in K-8 grade and as they get older, they are less likely to get involved unless a teacher 
specifically refers the high school students to the contest. Munsterman-Scriven has stated she has 
asked teachers and organizations how they would like to be communicated with for the contest. 
Walther stated judging for spoken word submissions will be kept to a small group of judges, which 
may include Commissioner White, Lanisha Cassell, and someone from a local college. Walther 
stated the full Commission will judge and vote on the posters as has been done in the past. 
Munsterman-Scriven stated that because of COVID, the Commission is offering to pick up 
projects and is also offering supply materials if necessary. 
 

 
III. New Business 

Commission Meeting Speakers 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission had previously discussed having speakers attend 
meetings on a quarterly  basis and asked Commissioners for ideas on who could speak and on 
what topics. Commission Freeman stated Professor Said from Mt. Mercy is a refugee from Syria 
and would be a good speaker. Commissioner Topinka stated she would be interested in hearing 
from the new Director of Willis Dady. Munsterman-Scriven asked whether anyone would be 
interested in hearing legislative information and all Commissioners agreed that it would be useful. 
Walther suggested having some local event organizers speak since the Commission is unable to 
attend events due to COVID. Walther suggested the organizers could give the Commission an idea 
of what it is they do. Munsterman-Scriven agreed and stated that it could be useful for them since 
they are unable to get out into the community. Commissioner Freeman stated she would like to 
hear more about the Interfaith Alliance of Linn County. Commissioner White stated that Paula 
Land from the Catherine McAuley Center would also be a good choice. Munsterman-Scriven 
asked Commissioners to email her if they have any other ideas for speakers and how they can be 
incorporated into the Commission meeting schedule. 



 

Page 3 of 3 

 
Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Kelly Hemmer 


